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The intent of the workshop is two-fold. One aim is to bring together leading researchers 
from different disciplines and perspectives to work on scaling of biodiversity. The 
scientists include several with expertise in ecology, biogeography, and evolution, as 
well as others with training in physics and mathematics. They will attempt to clarify the 
questions, apply different conceptual approaches and analytical methods, and evaluate 
alternative hypotheses using available databases. The second aim is to involve students 
in the workings of these scientists. Graduate students and postdocs will be recruited 
from the Czech Republic and elsewhere in Europe. They will have the unique 
opportunity to participate in the process of tackling one of the biggest problems in 
complexity. Biodiversity, its patterns, causes, and conservation, is one of the hottest 
topics in contemporary biology. Many scientists and research groups are working on the 
topic, but most are working relatively independently. The proposed workshop will 
improve communication between the groups, seek consensus about the empirical 
generality and conceptual application of scaling theory, and hopefully lead to increased 
understanding of the fundamental processes that generate and maintain the diversity of 
life on the planet. 
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